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This briefing note is designed to supplement the document ‘PCC’s Victims Services 

Commissioning Intentions’ published in April 2014, in order to give an update to 

potential providers, partners and key stakeholders on the PCC’s current and 

forthcoming commissioning activity in relation to the funding for Victim’s Services 

and commissioning plans up to April 2015. 

1.0 Progress to date 

The following activities have now been completed: 

• The invitation to tender for the ‘non-specialist’ victim’s service was advertised 

on 1st July 2014, with the intention that a provider will be appointed to deliver 

non-specialist services (a ‘referral centre’ function and the onwards non-

specialist support)  in November 2014, and commence the service by 1st April 

2015.  This service will be jointly commissioned with Surrey and Sussex 

PCCs. 

• The first grant competition from the PCC’s 2013/14 victim’s fund, available for 

‘capacity and capability building’ was advertised on 6 May and closed on 30th 

May.  Funding of over £600,000 was awarded and announced on 16th June. 

• The PCC submitted an application for additional funding to a newly 

announced Ministry of Justice (MoJ) ‘Competed Fund’ to increase the amount 

of local funding available to support delivery of services to victims.  The MoJ 

awarded a total of £373,000 additional money to the Thames Valley PCC to 

support young and adult victims to recover from experiences of sexual abuse; 

children and young people experiencing domestic violence; to explore the use 

of restorative justice with very serious crime and to increase the availability of 

trauma counselling for victims of crime. 

2.0 Second Phase Victims and RJ Grants Competition  

As the April document outlined, a further round of grant funding will take place in 

September which is designed to correlate funding streams more closely with PCC 

priority areas.  While the Victim’s Needs Assessment commissioned by the PCC has 

not yet been published, a number of themes have begun to emerge which will help 

inform further grant and commissioning activity.  The emerging themes are: 

1. Practical and emotional support for victims of sexual assault. 

2. Practical and emotional support for victims of domestic violence. 

3. Practical and emotional support for child and young victims of crime. 



4. Psychological counselling for victims in the priority categories and/or victims 

who have been unable to recover from the impact of the crime. 

5. Third party reporting mechanism for victims of hate crime. 

6. Victim-centred restorative justice.        

Specific guidance for applicants will be published when the second round funding is 

opened at the end of August, for applications by Friday 12 September. Providers 

are encouraged to start considering projects or services they may seek funding for in 

September which support victims within the above mentioned themes. 

3.0 Next Steps 

The PCC’s Office, with the support of Citadel Policy & Communications Ltd, will be 
carrying out the following activities over the coming months: 

• Alerting Voluntary and Community organisations to the need to be ready to 
bid in collaboration with other organisations, a checklist of points to be 
considered by organisations will be issued by the end of July including 
questions raised by organisations from the early events held in June. 

• Advertising the 2nd round of PCC grant funding by 28 August with a view to 
awarding funding by 15 September.  

• Hosting a victim’s services commissioning event on Tuesday 16th September 
with Voluntary and Community organisations who are forming, or seeking to 
form consortiums or who are independently delivering services around the 
emerging themes.  

• Further meetings and events will be scheduled in October based on the 
contract themes and draft specifications. 

• Issuing invitations to tender from November onwards, in preparation for 
services commencing from April 2015. 

 

*Please hold the date in your diary for Tuesday 16th September, at a central location 
in Reading, for Voluntary and Community organisations (see above). 

 


